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Abstract 
Politeness studies have gained some traction over the last decade for modern languages 
(Culpeper @ABB; Leech @ABD, Brown @ABG). For ancient languages, things are obviously more 
difficult since we lack the cultural background knowledge to decode certain utterances but 
even here studies in pragmatics have come to the fore (Dickey @AAB; @AB@, @ABM; Sanders & 
Johncock @ABM; Bentein @ABG, etc.). Despite such problems, the present paper will attempt to 
analyse two speech events that should be more easily accessible: apologies and requests. The 
model developed in Leech (@ABD) will serve as starting point for this by examining strategies 
of Coptic letter writers to express an apology for something or a request. 
As the Coptic material from the Papas-archive does not supply examples of these in 
abundance, this paper’s scope will be wider incorporating earlier corpora such as the Dth 
century Kellis (Gardner, Alcock & Funk BYYY and @ABD) and Apa Johannes letters (Crum 
BYAY; Choat @ABG: ZG–DA) and the early Gth century Frange archive (Boud’hors & Heurtel 
@ABA). 
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